'~/ Housing Authority of
COOK COUNTY

JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF COOK COUNTY REGULAR PUBLIC SESSION
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 12:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL:

Herb Porter — Commissioner

Wendy Walker Williams — Chair In Person
Polly Kuehl — Vice Chair In Person
Nilda Soler — Commissioner In Person
Dr. Normah Salleh-Barone — Commissioner Virtual
Elaine Kroll - Commissioner In Person
Eric L. Slaughter — Commissioner Virtual
In Person

Darrick Shafer, Chief of Property Officer

Danita W. Childers, Executive Director In Person

Kathleen Grady-Peralta, Chief Financial In Person

Officer/Chief Administrative Officer

Janina Bailey, Executive Advisor, Board of In Person

Commissioners

Zellores Harrison, Executive Assistant In Person

Sheryl Seiling, Director of Rent Assistance In Person

Samuel Farmer, Information Technology In Person

Deborah O’Donnell, Director of Procurement In Person
In Person




Omni McCollum, Staff Counsel Real Estate, In Person
Contracts and Corporate Counseling
Scott Livingston, Deputy Chief Information Officer In Person
Broderick Banks, Director of Facilities Management In Person
Jackie Hodges, Director of Operations Virtual
Anne Richmond, Compliance Manager Virtual
Byron Williams, Director of Strategy and Planning In Person
Adnane OuroGbele, Senior Manager Financial In Person
Reporting
Marquita Johnson, Property Manager, HACC Virtual
Chalone Liddell, Property Manager, HACC Virtual
Roderick Abernathy, HR/Payroll Advisor Virtual
Megan Hudson, Benefits Administrator Virtual
Cherie Strong, Chief Legal Officer In Person
Lizzie Kane, Freelance Journalist In Person
L Call to Order: Chair Wendy Walker Williams called to order the Regular Meeting of

the Board of Commissioners at approximately 12:03 p.m.

II. Roll Call: Janina Bailey called the roll. Chair Walker-Williams, Vice Chair Kuehl, and
Commissioners Soler, Porter, and Kroll were present. Commissioners Dr. Salleh-Barone
and Slaughter attended via Zoom. A quorum was established.

III. Video of Back-to-School Event at Sunrise Apartments: Executive Director Childers
shared a video of a successful community event held at Sunrise Apartments, supported
by Grand Prairie Services (Behavioral Health). Local businesses, including Domino’s
Pizza, contributed donations. Supplies were distributed to residents and children to
support the current school year.



IV.

VII.

VIIL

Public Comments: Based on HACC’s public participation rules, public participants are
given three (3) minutes to address the Board. Chair Walker Williams opened the floor to
public comments. No public comments were made.

Introduction of New HACC Staff: Executive Director Childers formally introduced
recently hired staff members to the Board of Commissioners: 1) Scott Livingston, Deputy
Chief Information Officer; 2) Byron Williams, Director of Strategy and Planning; 3)
Broderick Banks, Director of Facilities Management; 4) Adnane OuroGbele, Senior
Manager Financial Reporting; and 5) Omni McCollum, Staff Counsel Real Estate,
Contracts and Corporate Counseling, all attending the meeting in person.

Approval of the Consent Agenda: Vice Chair Kuehl presented a motion to approve the
minutes of the July 10, 2025, Public Board Meeting and Closed Session. Vice Chair
Kuehl noted wording that should be removed from the minutes of the July 17, 2025,
Special Public Board Meeting and Special Closed Session. Commissioner Slaughter
stated he was not allowed to attend the July 17, 2025 meeting and should not be listed as
“absent”. Commissioner Soler seconded the motion. The motion carried with all “aye.”
(*Following the meeting, Chief Legal Officer Strong noted the minutes cannot be
amended with the requested verbiage removed.)

Resolution: Board Resolution 2025 — HACC- 22 Resolution Authorizing the
Executive Director to Enter into a Contract with The Law Office of Starr Bejgiert
Zink & Rowells and Loncar Law, Ltd. for Eviction Services: Resolution 2025-
HACC-21 Requests the Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of Cook
County to enter into a contract with The Law Office of Starr Bejgiert Zink & Rowells
and Loncar Law, Ltd. for Eviction Services.

Chief Legal Officer Cherie Strong presented the resolution. The Executive Director is
authorized to enter into contracts with the Law Office of Starr Bejgiert Zink & Rowells
and Loncar Law, Ltd. to provide Eviction Services on an “as needed” basis in the amount
not-to-exceed One Hundred Thousand ($100,000.00) Dollars for the 1-year base term,
with the amount not-to-exceed One Hundred Thousand ($100,000.00) Dollars for each
of the four (4) one year option terms, resulting in a total maximum aggregate not-to-
exceed amount of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) for both law firms.

Commissioner Soler made a Motion to Approve the Resolution Authorizing the
Executive Director to Enter into a Contract with The Law Office of Starr Bejgiert Zink
& Rowells and Loncar Law, Ltd. for Eviction Services. Commissioner Kroll seconded
the Motion. The motion carried with six “ayes” and one “nay.”

Review of Financial Reports: Chief Financial Officer/Chief Administrative Officer
Grady-Peralta presented the financial reports.



IX.

XIIL

XITII.

Motion to move to Executive Session in order to discuss personnel matters [Open
Meetings Act Exemption 2(c)1]. Commissioner Soler moved to convene in Closed
Session in order to discuss personnel matters. The Motion was seconded by
Commissioner Porter. The Motion carried with all “ayes.” The Board moved to enter
Executive Session at approximately 1:42 p.m., for which minutes are kept separately.

Following the conclusion of the Executive Session, the Board re-convened in public
session. It was noted for the record in public session that no votes were taken during the
Executive Session other than to adjourn the Executive Session and to return to public

session.

Executive Director’s Report: In an effort to keep Commissioners, staff, and the public
informed, Executive Director Childers provided a summary of recent activities.

Discussion: Commissioner Slaughter raised concerns about the investigation findings
and Executive Director Childers’ subsequent actions. Chief Legal Officer Strong
recommended moving the discussion to closed session.

Other: Commissioner Kroll attended her final Board meeting. Chair Walker-Williams
and Executive Director Childers expressed their appreciation for her service and
presented her with a plaque in recognition of contributions. Refreshments were provided

following the meeting to celebrate the occasion.

A special meeting will be scheduled to conduct Executive Director Childers’
performance evaluation.

Adjournment: Seeing that there was no further business, Commissioner Porter made a
Motion to adjourn. Vice Chair Kuehl seconded the Motion. The motion carried with all
“ayes,” and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:41 p.m.

November 13, 2025
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